
 

  

THE CAAV WRITTEN BOARD’S 
10 TOP TIPS FOR FUTURE CANDIDATES  

  

1 

 

Attend one of the two written tutorials  
There are lots of good tips and guidance provided at these and you are 
strongly advised to attend. If in doubt speak to a recent attendee. 
 

2 

 

Read the question and answer the question  
Remember to read the question and don’t answer what you think and hope 
it says! Also, re read the question several times, as there may be details 
missed on the initial read through. 

3 

 

Avoid ‘walls of words’  
These are rarely asked for, and never welcomed by marking examiners! 

 

4 

 

Don’t sell yourself short 
Make sure you answer all parts of the question, and don’t miss out parts – 
you are not making life easy and immediately putting yourself at a 
disadvantage.  
 

5 

 

Less is definitely more  
Some of the very best answers are also the shortest, so please don’t waffle 
or pad.  This is not needed and definitely not wanted! 
 

6 

 

Match time spent to the marks allocated  
The mark allocation is a really good guide for the time to spend on each part 
of the question, so do try to stick to this at all times. 
 

7 

 

Formatting answers will assist  
Whether handwriting or using a laptop, simple formatting whilst not 
compulsory, will certainly help e.g. bullet points, numbered lists, headings, 
white space, tables etc - all of these are good to win over the hearts and 
minds of weary examiners! 

8 

 

Time is precious  
Know exactly how long you have for each question before the exam starts, 
and don’t be tempted to spend longer on questions you are comfortable 
with – the ones you are less easy with will need just as much, if not more 
time. 

9 

 

Consider a question plan  
These are not favoured by all we know, but are a good way to gather 
thoughts in the heat of battle, and rough out an answer (which will also be 
marked if you completely crash on time). 

10 

 

Ideally use a laptop  
Do think very carefully if you decide not to use a laptop, especially if your 
handwriting is poor. The system is well tried and tested now and increasing 
in popularity.  In the Written Board’s view the use of a laptop helps focus 
answers to key points, delivering well-structured and succinct answers. 

 


